
March 24, 2021: Psalm 139 To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. 
 
COLOR KEY: Red is God’s Knowledge, Green is God’s Nearness and Contact,  
Royal Blue is God’s Superiority, Gold is used to identify “hate” for the enemies of 
the psalmists.  He says that he hates those who hate God, but they are arrayed 
against him/her, too. We have omitted verses 19-24 from our liturgy, for we live 
with the word of Jesus that we should “love (our) enemies and pray for those who 
despitefully use (us).” (Matt. 5:44) In the Hebrew Bible God hates robbery and 
wrong, those who keep the feasts of new moons and other idolatrous feasts, the 
way of evil and perverted speech, falsehood, and, above all, those who pay regard 
to vain idols. In short, God hates those things that harm our human family. As to 
Idols, St. Paul tells us that “they have no real existence,” (1 Cor. 8:4) yet, if idols 
are real to someone, they control them. Today, we make our own idols, though we 
seldom call them what they are. 
 
As we pray the psalm Responsively, Listen for the Key Words, which are often 
repeated.  So, too, note that I have divided the psalm into sections and named them. 
How would you name the same sections? Would you make a different division? 
Naturally, we should not allow the division into sections to affect the impression of 
the whole psalm. The psalm was used as a whole in worship.  God dwells in the 
praises of God’s people, and calls us up into that praise, that we might inhabit it 
with him. Let the reader understand.  Here is a link to the text of the psalm that we 
laid out for the responsive reading: 
 
 
Verses 1-6 God Is My Constant Companion 
 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and 
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You search out my path 
and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is 
on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 5 You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it 
is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
Verses 7-9 I Can’t Escape God’s Presence  
 
7 Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 



8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 9 If 
I take the wings of the morning  and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 10 even 
there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 
 
Verses 11-12 My Limits Do Not Affect God 
 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become 
night,” 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for 
darkness is as light to you.   
 
 
Verses 13-16 God Created Me with Care and Planned My Life with Precision 
 
13 It was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; that I know very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I 
was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your 
eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that 
were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.  
 
Verses 17-18 I Can’t Begin to Understand God’s Thoughts (And God’s Ability 
to Deal with Complexity—Multiply “me” by 7 Billion) 
 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still 
with you.  
 
 
Verses 19-24 I Hate Those who Hate God (Almost as much as they Hate Me) 
 
19 O that you would kill the wicked, O God, and that the bloodthirsty would depart 
from me— 20 those who speak of you maliciously, and lift themselves up against 
you for evil! 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not loathe 
those who rise up against you? 22 I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my 
enemies.  
 
 
Verses 23-24 The God Who Test the Wicked also Test Me 
 



23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 24 See 
if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
KEY QUESTIONS 
 

1. What parts of the Psalm mean the most to you? 
 

2. Do any parts of the Psalm disturb you?  
 

3. What do you think about verse 16? Is this pure “fatalism” Does this mean 
we can do nothing to shorten or lengthen our lives?   

 
4. Do you think God wants us to hate our enemies?  Or, to hate those people 

who style themselves agnostics or atheists? 
 
 
 


